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Date / Timing Overarching Item Officer & 
Cabinet 
Member

Scrutiny Focus 

Planning: Annual 
Performance 
Report (APR)

Judith Jones & 
Huw Roberts

Scrutiny & Challenge:- As of November 2015 all Local Planning Authorities are required to submit 
an APR to Welsh Government which assesses the performance of Development Control in terms 
of determining planning applications and also reports on customer survey feedback.

12th July 2016 Performance MP/AO/Cllr 
Barry

Scrutiny & Challenge:- 
Corporate Plan, Priority Area 5 & 6 Reports.  An update on progress against the Corporate Plan
Service Performance Report (Community Regeneration).  An update on progress implementing 
the service strategy and the associated risks, issues and challenges for example activities from 
the Performance Board challenge.

Performance Scrutiny & Challenge:- 
Corporate Plan, Priority Area 5 & 6 Reports.  An update on progress against the Corporate Plan
Service Performance Report (Community Regeneration).  An update on progress implementing 
the service strategy and the associated risks, issues and challenges for example activities from 
the Performance Board challenge.

4th October 2016
Awareness 
Raising – 

“Countryside” 
elements of the 

Committees 
remit.

JW - Group 
Leader - 
Planning 

policy and 
Implementati

on section. 

The Chair has asked for an update on this issue from the Group Leader ‘Planning policy and 
Implementation section’ to include an outline of his areas of responsibility, including any targets 
he is working towards. 

“The Countryside elements that fall within Judith Jones’s (Head of Planning and Countryside)  
remit relate to ecology, biodiversity and landscape which sit under the umbrella of 
implementation within the ‘Planning policy and Implementation section’, for which Justin Waite 
is the Group Leader”. 

Special 26th 
October 2016
(meeting 
cancelled)

Performance EMcW / 
CL/AO

Scrutiny & Challenge:- 
Corporate Plan, Priority Area 6 Report – Employability.  An update on progress implementing the 
service strategy and the associated risks; issues and challenges for example activities from the 
Performance Board challenge.
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Destination 
Management 

Plan

CL / AO / 
Cllr. CB / RB

Scrutiny & Challenge:- A report detailing how the adopted Destination Management Plan is 
being delivered across the County Borough:

(i) Progress on the overall delivery of the newly adopted DMP in relation to key actions 
and outputs, the Visit Merthyr film and guide and the trends in terms of visitors to 
the County Borough, the length of stay and the focus of activity.  

(ii) Progress on the local delivery including stakeholder engagement, local work-plans 
and groups / structures established

(iii) Update on product development including Cyfarthfa Heritage Area, Rock UK and 
BPW; detail on the relationship between MTCBC and the Leisure Trust. 

(iv) Progress on regional delivery and the projects the local authority are delivering and / 
or opportunities being pursued 

(v) Progress on the trans-national opportunities identified through the European funded 
Atlantic and Interreg Programmes. 

Performance Alan Owen, 
Chris Long 
and Zoe 
Thomas

Scrutiny & Challenge:- 
Corporate Plan, Priority Area 5 & 6 Reports (Employability and Economic Growth).  

15th November 2016

Performance Ken Bateman Scrutiny & Challenge:- 
Service Performance Report (Building Control ). An update on progress implementing the service 
strategy and the associated risks, issues and challenges for example activities from the 
Performance Board challenge.

13th December 2016

VVP CL / AO /ZT 
and Cllr. CB

Scrutiny & Challenge:- A report detailing the progress of the Vibrant and Viable Places 
Programme in Merthyr:

(i) Progress on project delivery as the Programme draws to a close in March 2017 
including re-profiles undertaken and an update on the remaining budget. 

(ii) Risks affecting the Programme during its final year of delivery and the mitigations in 
place

(iii) Update on completed projects and the sustainability of those projects 
(iv) Progress on the developments of VVP2 including WG Guidance issued, project ideas 

and stakeholder engagement. 
(v) Update on the Building for the Future ERDF funded programme which will 

compliment a number of key priority projects identified in the current VVP 
Programme. 
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Planning: Annual 
Monitoring 

Report (AMR)

Judith Jones Scrutiny & Challenge:-  The Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires that an AMR is 
produced and submitted to WG each year. The AMR reports on the success (or not) of the LDP in 
delivering/implementing policies.

Performance Scrutiny & Challenge:- 
Corporate Plan, Priority Area 5 & 6 Reports.  An update on progress against the Corporate Plan
Service Performance Report (Community Regeneration).  An update on progress implementing 
the service strategy and the associated risks, issues and challenges for example activities from 
the Performance Board challenge.
*Appendix = Performance Board update.  A synopsis from the Performance Board

Social Enterprise CL / AO /IE 
and Cllr. CB

Scrutiny & Challenge:-  A report on the Social Enterprise Strategy detailing: 

(i) Update - Revised Social enterprise strategy, developed through the Merthyr Tydfil Social 
Enterprise Network.  
(ii) SEWCED Legacy – The continued Economic impact of the financial             Investment and 
organisations future requirements. 
(iii)        Social services and wellbeing act – opportunities for social Enterprises
(iv) Current support provisions and the LA’s role in helping organisations access the support.  

Performance Scrutiny & Challenge:- 
Service performance Report (Planning). An update on progress implementing the service strategy 
and the associated risks, issues and challenges for example activities from the Performance 
Board challenge.

Housing 
Allocation Policy 

(Draft)

SP / JP / Cllr 
CB

Scrutiny and Challenge:
All Local Authorities have to publish a scheme which determines the priority and procedure for 
the allocation of social housing. A new policy is being drafted throughout the summer of 2016, 
with a view to receiving full Council Approval in Nov/Dec 2016. It is suggested that the 
Committee review its initial implementation in 2017.

7th February 2017

Housing Renewal 
Funding

SP / JP / Cllr 
CB

Scrutiny and Challenge: 
The Authority only has one Renewal Area (Bedlinog Ward) and the funding is ending on 31st 
March 2017. Three members of staff rely on the funding, although they undertake other 
functions within the Council. In addition there is and will be ongoing requests for repairs to 
properties that have been part of the scheme. A report providing the risks being faced and areas 



Regeneration, Planning and Countryside Scrutiny Committee 
Work Programme Descriptors 2016/17

(The Work Programme is reviewed at each meeting and as such is subject to change)

(Work programme Version August 2016)

of concern.

Economic Growth 
Plan 

AO, CL and 
Cllr. CB 

Scrutiny & Challenge:- A report to provide an update on the Economic Growth Plan and it’s key 
areas of focus to: increase employment, encourage business growth and investment and to 
tackle social disadvantage. 

Performance To be 
confirmed

Scrutiny & Challenge:- 
Corporate Plan, Priority Area 5 & 6 Reports.  An update on progress against the Corporate Plan
Service Performance Report (Community Regeneration).  An update on progress implementing 
the service strategy and the associated risks, issues and challenges for example activities from 
the Performance Board challenge.

21st March 2017

Local Housing 
Market 

Assessment

Julian Pike Scrutiny & Challenge:-  Of the Local Housing Market Assessment – conducted by ORS 
(Consultants). This was discussed at the November meeting of the Scrutiny Committee. The 
report will be available for the scrutiny meeting to view and comment on as necessary.

Performance EMcW Scrutiny & Challenge:- 
Service performance Report (Planning). An update on progress implementing the service 
strategy and the associated risks, issues and challenges for example activities from the 
Performance Board challenge.

2nd May 2017



Regeneration, Planning and Countryside Scrutiny Committee 
Work Programme Descriptors 2016/17

(The Work Programme is reviewed at each meeting and as such is subject to change)

(Work programme Version August 2016)

Additional items to 
consider for Work 
programme


